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AMENITIES AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 
22 June 2009 
 
Committee Members present:  Cllrs D Keeley (Chairman), J Atkins, C Block,  
                                                          Mrs S Boakes, Mrs B Brown, Mrs D Crook,     

Mrs B Keeley, Miss A Moloney, L Withey,  
Ms K Woolley. 

               Mrs S Hunter (Town Clerk) 
Members of the Public present:        Mr Baldwin, Mr M Rayfield, J Aindow, A Aindow, 
         Mr M Taylor, Mr J Boyes, Mr P Hickmott  
              
1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs L Baldock, C Grayhurst and  
J Tucker 
 

2. Declarations of Interest  
 Cllr Miss A Moloney – Community Association 
 Cllr Mrs D Crook – Community Association 
 
3. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 May 2009 
 
4 Questions from the Public 
4.1 Mr Taylor of Smurfit Townsend Hook FC asked about allocation of football 

pitches.  The Chairman informed him that this would be dealt with at Item 8 on 
the agenda, but that he was free to make any comments at this point.  

4.2 Mr Rayfield informed the committee that the time of the firework display would 
be at 10.30 pm on the Saturday of the festival and not 9.30 pm as previously 
stated.   

 Cllr Miss Moloney suggested that Item 10 be brought forward to the end of Item 
4 so that discussion can take place.  This was agreed.  

4.3 Mr Hickmott thanked the Council for their reception for the twinning visit in May 
and the gifts given to the French.   

4.4 Mr Hickmott requested the use of the Council’s marquees on Saturday 4 July for 
the jazz festival.  Mr Kinslow would deliver these at 9 am on the Saturday 
morning. 

 
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders at this point so that Item 10 could be taken. 
10. Fireworks Display at the end of Festival 
 Cllr Miss Moloney requested that the town be informed that fireworks would be 

going off at 10.30 pm on Saturday 18 July.  Mr Rayfield suggested leafleting the 
area in the vicinity of Potyns.  Notices will also be put up around the town.  This 
was under the agreement that it would be held at 10.30 pm and no later and that 
the display would be visual only and no loud bangs. 

 
The Chairman reinstated Standing Orders. 
 
5. Carnival – Help with Car Parks etc  

The car park at Potyns will be covered by Cllrs Miss Moloney and L Withey. 
The Clerk will arrange for barriers to be in place.  Cllr D Keeley would be at 
Holmesdale with help from other councillors.  All councillors were needed on the 
route to assist with handing out ‘freebies’ and controlling crowds etc.  The 
lounge at the Community Centre is to be made available for the Mayor’s use 
and tea supplied, after the parade.   
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6. Cemetery 
The Clerk would circulated copies of the cemetery meeting report to all 
councillors. 
Cllr Withey commented on the good appearance of the cemetery after the 
recent work which had been carried out.  

 
7. Devonshire Rooms  
 The Clerk reported on the remedial work which is needed to the outside of the 

building.  A quotation had been received from Graham Levett to carry out this 
work at a cost of £725.00 plus vat.  This included the scaffolding. 

RECOMMENDED - to accept the quotation from Graham Levett of £725.00 plus vat to 
carry out the remedial work needed. 

  
8. Allocation of Football Pitches for Next Season 

Applications had been received from Smurfit Townsend Hook FC, Snodland 
Nomads and Snodland FC for use of pitches for the next season. 

 
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow Mr Taylor of Smurfit FC to speak. 

 
Football begins again officially on 15 August 2009.  The committee was 
informed that Snodland Workingmen’s Club FC and Snodland Girls FC would 
also be requesting use of a pitch for the next season. 

RECOMMENDED - to allocate the football pitches the same as last season as there  
are no new applications.  

 
The Chairman reinstated Standing Orders. 

Cllr Atkins suggested the Council work with Snodland Sports Association 
instead of individual teams.  Following discussion this was agreed in principle for 
next year and should be discussed further in April/May 2010. 
 

9. Potyns – Discussions with Community Centre re New Build/Playing Field 
Extension 
The Chairman reported that the new build was going well and is on time, but    
there is no further news on the playing field extension.  The Clerk will arrange a 
meeting with members of the Community Association committee as soon as 
possible.  

 The Council’s workforce will paint the changing rooms. 
 
11. United Church Service in Cricket Meadow 12 July 2009 (tea) 
 The Clerk reminded the committee that in previous years the Council had 

supplied the tea following the open air service the day after the Carnival and 
asked if they would do so this year. 

RECOMMENDED – to supply the teas following the united open air service on Sunday 
12 July 2009 up to a cost of £200. 

 
12. Correspondence 
12.1 Snodland Sports Association – All Weather Pitch notes 
 Cllr Keeley read a report from the meeting with SSA.  The Clerk to contact 
 Trevor May Contractors Ltd to find out what costs would be involved with 

reference to the All-weather pitch.  This is for guidance only for the future.  They 
had also requested that the goalposts be fixed permanently.  This to be looked 
into. 

12.2 Section 38 Agreement Catts Alley finalisation.  KCC would be adopting Catts  
Alley now as the Section 38 Agreement has been finalised. 

12.3 Snodland Chess Club – their newsletter was circulated. 
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12.4 Cllr Ms Woolley had received complaints from residents about the length of time 

it is taking to speak to a receptionist on the emergency line at the doctor’s 
centre.  The Clerk to send a polite letter pointing this problem out.  

12.5 South East Water has requested the use of either the cricket meadow or Potyns 
Sports ground for a family fun day at the end of July or beginning of August.  
With everything that is going on at Potyns and football beginning again in early 
August it was agreed that only the cricket meadow could be used.  The Clerk 
would obtain a fixture list from Mr Edwards of the cricket club, to see if there 
were any dates available.  They would also be informed that they would need to 
supply a copy of their risk assessment and insurance cover for this event. 

12.6 Mr Comber had sent a letter reference uncultivated allotments at Sloughfields.  
He also included photographic evidence which the Clerk showed to the 
committee.  As there is a long waiting list letters would be sent to the offending 
allotment holders informing them that they will lose their allotments if they do not 
work them. 

 
13. Any Other Items which the Chairman has decided are urgent owing to special 

circumstances 
 
The Chairman moved that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the 
meeting because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


